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only one year's leave. In the air forces and in other
branches requiring technical training the soldiers serve
three years and have two years' leave. The infantry
and artillery of the Red Army serve only two- years
and have three years at home.
Annually 1,200,000 youths are called. About 800,000
meet the physical qualifications, and of those 260,000
are selected for the Red Army, while the remainder
are assigned to the territorial armies. In the territorial
armies they serve, technically, for five years also, but
here the length of actual military training and prac-
tice for the entire five years is only six months for one
category and eight to twelve months for the other.
The rest of the time the territorial soldiers work be-
hind the plow or in factories, though, like the Red
Army soldiers, they are subject to call without notice
during the whole of the five years.
For all youths between 19 and 21 four weeks yearly
are set aside for pre-army training.
With every person in the Soviet Union acquiring
a substantial military background from the first school
year up, the various Red Army institutions resolve
themselves into an aggregation of higher military
schools for the entire country. This is so defined In
the government's army manuals.
"In time of war," says one official guide for sol-
diers, "the various divisions of the army are trans-
formed into numerous separate armies. In peace they
are schools for military and military-political training,